
SHILOH 

The Place of Rest 

Shiloh, place of tranquility, security and safety, you were the resting place for the Ark of the 

Covenant and the Tabernacle in the days of Joshua in the Land of Promise (Joshua 18:1).  It was 

in you, Shiloh, where the lots were cast for the division of the Land to the Tribes (Joshua 18:8, 

10; 19:51).  Eleazar, the Priest; Joshua, the son of Nun; Caleb, son of Jephunneh, the Kenezite 

and all the other Elders and heads of the Tribes were there at the door of the Tabernacle before 

the LORD as you, Shiloh, were given as an inheritance to the Tribe of Ephraim. 

Even so, there were yet seven Tribes to receive their inheritance in the Land (Joshua 18:2). This 

inheritance was the promised Rest for the Tribes from all their enemies.  This was the 

inheritance from the LORD to His people, to take possession of the Land of Canaan as the LORD 

made promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Oh, that Joshua could give them the promised 

Rest and fulfill all the promises made.  In you, Shiloh, in you, place of Rest for the people of God 

did the LORD give the people Rest and fulfill all His good pleasure (cp. Joshua 21:43-45). 

Now the Priests, the Levites as well, were given their Cities to dwell in, along with their 

pasturelands for their cattle according to the commandment of the LORD by the hand of Moses 

(Joshua 21:2).  You were witness Shiloh, to all these promises fulfilled to the children of Aaron, 

through Levi, the sons of Kohath, Gershon, and Merari (Joshua 21:1-42). 

A Prophet Is Born 

Shiloh, you were so blessed when Hannah came to you to make her prayers and cries to the 

LORD before Eli, the Priest.  When she came with her husband, Elkanah, the Kohathite, to offer 

the Shelem, the offerings of peace and fellowship before the LORD.  Hannah, barren, and so 



desiring of a son came to the Tabernacle “in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the LORD, and 

wept sore” (1 Samuel 1:10).  Shiloh, did you hear Hannah when she “vowed a vow, and said, O 

LORD of Hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Thine handmaid, and remember me, 

and not forget Thine handmaid, but will give unto Thine handmaid a man child, then I will give 

him unto the LORD all the days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head”? (1 

Samuel 1:11). 

Shiloh, the LORD, indeed, heard the prayer of Hannah and gave her a son whom she called Samuel for 

he was "asked of Jehovah."  He is destined to be a prophet, priest and judge in Israel; and he is coming 

to live in the Tabernacle of the LORD.  See his linen ephod, specially made for him by Hannah, his 

mother.  And Samuel “did minister unto the LORD before Eli the Priest” (I Samuel 2:11, 18).   

Now, in those days “the word of the LORD was precious; there was no open vision” (1 Samuel 

3:1). In his tenderness as a child, Samuel “did not yet know the LORD, neither was the word of 

the LORD yet revealed unto him” (1 Samuel 3:7).  But the LORD called unto him “ere the lamp 

of God went out in the temple of the LORD, where the Ark of God was, as Samuel laid down to 

sleep” (1 Samuel 3:3). 

Yes, the “lamp of God” was going out in you Shiloh, for the “sons of Belial,” Hophni and 

Phinehas, were vile and cursed before the LORD for the great wickedness they have done in His 

sight.  They have corrupted the Priesthood with their sin and iniquity and have not been 

constrained by Eli, their father (cp. 1 Samuel 3:11-14).  Therefore, now judgment will begin at 

the House of God (cp. 1 Peter 4:17), as spoken by the “man of God who came to Eli and said to 

him, ‘Thus says the LORD, did I plainly appear unto the house of thy father, when they were in 

Egypt in Pharaoh’s house?  And did I choose him out of all the Tribes of Israel to be my priest, to 



offer upon mine altar, to burn incense, to wear an Ephod before Me? (cp. Exodus 6:16) And did 

I give unto the house of thy father all the offerings made by fire of the children of Israel?  

Wherefore kick ye at My sacrifice and at Mine offering, which I have commanded in My 

habitation; and honor your sons above Me, to make yourselves fat with the best of all the 

offerings of Israel My people?’” (1 Samuel 2:27-29).  Now, Shiloh, the LORD will raise up a 

faithful priest; one who will do according to that which is in the heart and mind of the LORD; 

and to that priest the LORD will build a sure house and he shall walk before the Anointed One 

forever (cp. 1 Samuel 2:35).   

Yes, the word of the LORD has now been revealed to Samuel and he now knows the LORD and 

has spoken to Eli, “and hid nothing from him” (1 Samuel 3:18). For the LORD had said unto 

Samuel concerning Eli and his house, “When I begin, I will also make an end.  For I have told him 

that I will judge his house forever for the iniquity which he knows; because his sons made 

themselves vile, and he retrained them not.  And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli 

that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be purged with sacrifice nor offering forever” (cp. 1 

Samuel 3:11-14). 

Samuel, the days of the House of Eli will end according to the Word of the LORD that was 

spoken, and all will be fulfilled in due time (cf. 1 Kings 2:26); but you, Samuel will grow up 

before the LORD, and the LORD will be with you, and will let none of your words fall to the 

ground.  And all Israel from Dan even to Beersheba will know that you have been established to 

be a Prophet of the LORD.  And the LORD will appear again to you in Shiloh for the LORD will 

reveal Himself to you in Shiloh by the word of the LORD (cp. 1 Samuel 3:19-21). 

 



Judgment at the House of God 

Oh, Shiloh, the House of Eli has not repented of the evil they have done before the LORD, at 

your Tabernacle there; therefore, the LORD has spoken His word to Samuel and He will come 

quickly and remove your “candlestick out of his place” (cp. Revelation 2:5). 

 

Shiloh, you have become a signpost for Israel, an example of “a den of thieves” (cp. Matthew 

21:13) which the LORD hates.  Even so, Jeremiah by the word of the LORD spoke to Israel in his 

day: 

"Is this house which is called by My Name become a den of robbers in your eyes?  Behold, even I 

have seen it, saith the LORD. 

But go you now to My place which was in Shiloh, where I set my Name at the first, and see what 

I did to it for the wickedness of My people Israel. 

  And now, because you have done all these works, says the LORD, and I spoke unto you, rising 

early and speaking, but you heard not; and I called you, but you answered not. 

  Therefore, will I do unto this house, which is called by My Name, wherein you trust, and unto 

the place which I gave to you and to your fathers, as I have done to Shiloh. 

  And I will cast you out of My sight, as I have cast out all your Brethren, even the whole seed of 

Ephraim" (Jeremiah 7:11-15). 

 

Yes, even the Psalmist, Asaph, spoke of you, Shiloh, in his lamentation over the forsaking of the 

LORD, even of His holy place because of the error of the ways of His people. Hear ye, the word 

of the LORD: 

 

"He has brought His people to the border of His sanctuary, even to this mountain, which His own 

right hand has purchased. 

He cast out the heathen also before them, and divided them an inheritance by line, and made 

the Tribes of Israel to dwell in their tents. 

Yet they tempted and provoked the Most High God, and kept not His testimonies: 

But turned back, and dealt unfaithfully like their fathers: they were turned aside like a deceitful 

bow. 

For they provoked Him to anger with their high places, and moved Him to jealousy with their 

graven images. 

When God heard this, he was wroth, and greatly abhorred Israel. 

So that He forsook the Tabernacle of Shiloh, the Tent that He placed among men: 



And delivered His strength into captivity, and His Glory into the enemy's hand" (Psalm 78:54-

61). 

  

Shiloh, the Philistines are upon you!  Thirty Thousand of your footmen are dead at the Battle of 

Aphek.  Those who remain have fled.  The Ark of the Covenant has been taken!  Hophni and 

Phinehas, Priests of the LORD are dead (1 Samuel 4:10, 17).  Eli, in your old age at 98, your light 

has gone out, so terrible was the news that day.  You have fallen backward and died; and now 

your daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas has suddenly given birth to a son, whose name is 

Ichabod, “the glory has departed” from Israel (1 Samuel 4:18-22). 

Shiloh, the Ark of God is in the House of Dagon in Ashdod.  And now the Tabernacle will be 

moved to Gibeon.  Oh, Shiloh, Shiloh, how oft would the LORD have gathered your children as a 

hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you would not.  Your house is left to you in ruins 

(cp. Matthew 23:37-38). 

The Promise Remains 

Shiloh, you were to be the place of tranquility, security, safety, and rest, but you have fallen 

short.  In your failure and fall we have now to learn.  As the writer to the Hebrews says, "Let us 

therefore fear, lest a promise being left us of entering into His rest, any of you should seem to 

come short of it" (Hebrews 4:1).  Shiloh, your disobedience has prevented you from remaining 

in your place; for only those who believe may remain in the true Shiloh, the true Rest of God 

(cp. Hebrews 4:3).  "For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our 

confidence steadfast to the end" (Hebrews 3:14). 

Yes, all that was written beforehand concerning you, Shiloh, was written for us, to warn us of 

the dangers of neglect, disobedience, and being unfaithful to the commands of God.  You are 

our example, type and shadow for our learning and admonition. Therefore, as the Apostle Paul 



admonished the Corinthians, so may we take heed: "let him that thinks he stands take heed lest 

he fall" (1 Corinthians 10:12). 

Shiloh, all our hope is now in our God for "it remains that some must enter in" (Hebrews 4:6). 

Yes, the LORD has ordained another day and another place, "For if Joshua had given them rest, 

then would He not afterward have spoken of another day.  There remains therefore a rest for 

the people of God" (Hebrews 4:8-9).  Hallelujah!  The promise has been made, "some must 

enter in."  Oh, may we be part of that "some" who enter and remain to our full inheritance and 

possession in the Land.  May we come to abide in that new place, even that City to which our 

Father Abraham foresaw and sought by faith; yes, that glorious place "whose builder and maker 

is God" (Hebrews 11:10b, 16). 

Oh, LORD of the Sabbath, we cry unto you and seek to find our Rest in You! (cp. Matthew 12:8). 

You, oh, LORD, are our true Shiloh, wherein is the True Tabernacle and Resting place of our 

God. 

Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such a high priest, who is set 

on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens: A minister of the sanctuary, and 

the true tabernacle, which the LORD pitched, and not man. 

(Hebrews 8:1-2) 

 


