
HEBRON 

 

Machpelah—A First Possession in the Land 

Hoham, King of Hebron, why have you joined in League with Adonizedek , King of Jerusalem, 

with Piram, King of Jarmuth, Japhia, King of Lachish, and Debir, King of Eglon?  Why do you go 

out to fight against Gibeon?  Do you not know that Joshua, son of Nun and leader of Israel will 

come with his armies and destroy you? 

Hoham, King of Hebron, have you not heard of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Patriarchs of Israel?  

Of Sarah, Rebekah and Leah, their wives?  All these, to whom promises were made by the LORD 

God; these, whose bones lie within your borders, in the Cave of Machpelah?  Machpelah, in the 

corner of the field owned by Ephron, the Hittite, who sold the land and cave to Abraham, who 

weighed out four hundred shekels of silver, the purchase price thereof (Genesis 23:16).  

Abraham, a stranger and a sojourner in the land (Genesis 23:4), took for a first possession in the 

Land a burial place for his dead; and there he buried Sarah, his wife.   

Does not Machpelah and the burials there prefigure our first possession of you, Jesus?  In that 

day, Oh, Lord, when we were buried in baptism into Your death? (cf. Romans 6:3-4).  In that day 

when we first came to know You in the fellowship of Your sufferings, having been made 

conformable unto Your death? (cf. Philippians 3:10).  And like as You Who rose from the dead 

and now possess by inheritance all things, the promise made to Abraham would be fulfilled in 

us in like manner?  For the LORD said unto him: “I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after 

thee, the Land wherein thou art a stranger, all the Land of Canaan, for an everlasting 

possession; and I will be their God” (Genesis 17:8; cf. Hebrews 11:8-9; Genesis 12:7; Genesis 

13:15).  Yes, Lord, through Your faithfulness and grace we will possess the Land! 



 

Indeed, let us now speak more of possession through death and burial, for did not the LORD 

appear unto our Father Abraham in Hebron, in the Plains of Mamre by the terebinth trees, and 

speak concerning these things? (Genesis 13:18; 15:1-16).  Did the LORD not speak of burial to 

Abraham, when He said: “Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not 

theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years.”  Was not that 

nation Egypt? Does this not speak of burial of vision, burial of promise for the Land, all buried 

there in Egypt?  Even more, the LORD told Abraham, “And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; 

thou shalt be buried in a good old age.” Abraham buried, and the seed buried in Egypt 400 

years, a shekel for a year for the Cave (the place of burial) in Machpelah.  But, alas, that is not 

the end!  The promise shall, indeed, be fulfilled.  The vision shall come to pass, “in the fourth 

generation” the seed shall return to you, Hebron, to the place of burial, Machpelah, and take 

full possession of the Land of the Amorites. 

Death, Burial, Resurrection—The Way of the LORD 

Is not this the way of the Lord:  Death, burial, resurrection?  The three great pillars of faith.  

Death of vision, death of promise, buried in Egypt; then hope restored when one is sent who 

brings life to light, who brings deliverance, and lays claim to inheritance. Yes, this is the way of 

the Lord. Yes, Christ has come, entered into death, was buried and rose again. Christ, the one 

who declares: “I am He that lives and was dead, and behold I am alive forevermore. . . 

(Revelation 1:18). “He that overcomes shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall 

be my son” (Revelation 21:7).   

Death, burial, resurrection.  This is the way of the Lord from the beginning of creation.  Is it not 

written, “and the evening and the morning were the first day” (Genesis 1:5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31).  



The Day started in the evening, descended into the darkness of night; then resurrects with the 

rising of the sun to the fullness of brilliance, even the shining at mid-day (cf. Proverbs 4:18).  

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abides 

alone; but if it dies, it brings forth much fruit” (John 12:24).  The principal remains throughout 

all generations: death, burial, resurrection; the way of the Lamb, the way of the Lord, the way 

of possession and inheritance. Daily the cycle recurs: “If any man will come after Me, let him 

deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me” (Luke 9:23; cf. I Corinthians 15:23; II 

Corinthians 4:10-11). 

Death, burial, resurrection.  Oh, Hebron, do we not see this in the days of Jacob when he dwelt 

in your vale when his young son, Joseph, that dreamer of dreams did provoke his brothers to 

jealousy and envy?  In that day when Jacob sent him to Shechem to see about his brethren 

tending their sheep? (Genesis 37:14) When in Dothan they did sell their brother to the 

Ishmaelites for 20 pieces of silver; in that day when they did say among themselves, now "we 

shall see what will become of his dreams" (Genesis 37:20).  Yes, the dreams of Joseph became 

buried in Egypt, buried in a prison cell in the land of strangers.  Yes, even until another dreamer 

of dreams did speak and Joseph was called to interpret them.  Yet, this was no ordinary man, 

this dreamer was Pharaoh, king of Egypt who did raise Joseph from prison with his buried 

dreams to the height of power under his command.  And did not his brothers then come to 

Egypt to buy grain and there bow down before their brother, Joseph, to fulfill the plan of God to 

save many souls alive in that day?  And did not this begin to fulfill the word spoken to Abraham 

regarding his seed?  Indeed, all the words of the LORD shall come to pass in their time. 



Death, burial, resurrection.  Was not this demonstrated to us by Joshua in the crossing of the 

Jordan in the beginning of our journey?  Yes, the LORD commanded Joshua "when all the 

people were clean passed over Jordan. . .take you hence out of the midst of Jordan, out of the 

place where the priests' feet stood firm, twelve stones, and you shall carry them over with you" 

(Joshua 4:1-3).  And did not Joshua also "set up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan in the place 

where the feet of the priests which bare the ark of the covenant stood: and they are there unto 

this day" (Joshua 4:9)?  Twelve stones buried in the Jordan, the river of death; and twelve 

stones carried out from death.  Yes, there it is for us to bear witness to the ways of the LORD in 

death, in burial and in resurrection.  Joshua, you yet speak to us today in your obedience to the 

command of the LORD. 

Hoham, King of Hebron, the sons of Abraham have passed through death and have risen from 

burial. They have come out of Egypt, out from the wilderness; they have crossed over Jordan, 

come down from Gilgal (the place of removal) to your borders, to remove you from the Land.  

Yes, they have come down to lay claim to the Land, to take possession of it, in accordance with 

all the promises made to the Fathers, who laid claim to the Land with the building of their Altars 

and the calling upon the Name of the LORD so many years before, and to take possession of it. 

Caleb, Son of Jephunneh, the Kenezite 

Now one in particular, Caleb, son of Jephunneh, the Kenezite, of the Tribe of Judah has come 

who first spied you out in years gone by when first Israel crossed over another watery grave, 

the Red Sea.  He saw you Hebron when you were Kirjath-Arba, City of Arba, father to Anak, who 

brought forth those named after him, the Anakims, the “long-necks” a race of giants (cf. Joshua 

15:13).  These, who struck fear in the hearts of ten of the spies, who brought back to Moses an 



evil report of you; who feared to come into your land, all of whom died in the wilderness.  Only 

Joshua and Caleb who wholly followed the LORD believed the LORD and confessed, we are well 

able to go up and possess the Land (Numbers 14:6-9).  This same Caleb, who did wholly follow 

the Lord (Joshua 14:8-9), and was given the promise by Moses, when he said unto him, “Surely 

the Land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be thine inheritance, and thy children’s forever. . 

.” (cf. Numbers 14:23-24; Deuteronomy 1:36). Yes, this one has come to claim his inheritance 

from the LORD, even this one who has spoken, “Give me this mountain!” (Joshua 14:12).  He 

the mighty warrior has come, whose strength fails not at fourscore and five, for “as I was in the 

day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even so is it now, for war, both to go out and 

to come in” (Joshua 14:11).  Yes, Caleb, Hebron is your inheritance, and so it was ordained by 

Joshua who “blessed him, and gave unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh Hebron for an 

inheritance” (Joshua 14:13). 

“And Joshua. . .and all Israel with him, went unto Hebron; and they fought against it: and they 

took it, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and the king thereof, and all the cities thereof, 

and all the souls that were therein; he left none remaining. . .but destroyed it utterly” (Joshua 

10:36-37).  “At that time Joshua cut off the Anakims from the mountains, from Hebron, from 

Debir, from Anab and from all the mountains of Judah: Joshua destroyed them utterly with 

their cities” (Joshua 11:21). 

Hebron, It Is a New Day for You 

Hebron, in the land of Judah, it is a new day for you. Your time has come! You are now under 

the blessed, not the cursed.  You are now under the reign of righteousness, no longer in idolatry 

to Baal and Ashtoreth, god and goddess of wickedness.  You are under the God of Abraham, 



Isaac and Jacob, the LORD God, the Almighty.  Hebron, enter into alliance and be in league with 

Him, for you have become a City of Refuge from the avenger of blood; and a City for the sons of 

Aaron, the Kohathite family of Levites (Joshua 21:13); along with Caleb, and his sons and 

daughters living there. 

Blessings from David, the Beloved 

Great blessings are coming to you, Hebron, from David, the Beloved, Chosen of God to lead His 

people Israel.  The spoils of war are coming to you from him who was triumphant over the 

Amalekites when they invaded the Land (I Samuel 30:31).  Yes, even David himself is coming!  

For David has inquired of the LORD, “Shall I go up into any of the cities of Judah? And the LORD 

said unto him, ‘Go up.’  And David said, whither shall I go up?  And the LORD said, 'unto 

Hebron'” (II Samuel 2:1).  Yes, and now David has become your King!  For the men of Judah 

have anointed David King over the House of Judah, and have given their allegiance to him (II 

Samuel 2:4,10). 

Hebron, you are the beginning of David’s reign.  Seven and one-half years shall he reign, for 

God has chosen you and you have become the seat of his throne.  Sons are being born in you, 

Hebron: Amnon, Chileab (Daniel) of Abigail; Absalom, Adonijah, Shephatiah, and Ithream (II 

Samuel 3:2-5).  Rejoice, Oh Hebron in David and his seed!  Even now, all Israel has come to you, 

for they too desire your King: “Then all Israel gathered themselves to David unto Hebron, 

saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh.  And moreover in time past, even when Saul was 

King, you were he that led us out and brought Israel in: and the LORD thy God said unto thee, 

you shall feed my people Israel, and you shall be ruler over my people Israel.  Therefore, came 

all the elders of Israel to the King to Hebron; and David made a covenant with them in Hebron 



before the LORD; and they anointed David King over Israel, according to the word of the LORD 

by Samuel” (1 Chronicles 11:1-3; 12:38-40). 

Farewell 

Hebron, home to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Caleb and King David, you have shared with us your 

treasures.  City of Refuge, and City of the Kohathites, with your pasturelands, your springs, your 

hills and vales in the Land of Judah, we bid you farewell.  Thank you for disclosing to us your 

mysteries and the revelation of possession and inheritance by way of death, burial and 

resurrection, the way of the Lord and the touchstone of Christ, our Messiah. 

Holy Spirit, you have brought us to Hebron to show us the way.  Now lead us on we pray in our 

quest to know Him Who was and is and is to come. 

 

 

 


