
GIBEON 

Gibeon, City of the Hills, we look to you for you have given us a glimpse into the mysteries of 

the fear of the Lord and submission to the Almighty.  You have shown us your humility with 

great wisdom in your interplay with the Elders of Israel.  Who was it amongst your leaders who 

so adroitly proposed the ruse you used to save your lives?  Your craftiness and cleverness was 

as “wise as serpents, yet harmless as doves” (cf. Matthew 10:16).  But, your ruse did rouse the 

wrath of the Kings of Canaan, who have now become your enemy.  Adonizedek, King of 

Jerusalem; Hoham, King of Hebron; Piram, King of Jarmuth; Japhia, King of Lachish; and Debir 

King of Eglon have heard how you have entered into covenant with Joshua and the Tribes, and 

they have determined to join in League for war. 

Ambassadors from Afar? 

Yes, by subtlety and on pretense of coming as ambassadors from afar, with your dry and moldy 

bread, your cracked wineskins, old shoes and garments, you have come before Joshua and the 

Elders and have declared: “We are your servants. . .we are in your hand” (Joshua 9:11,25).  This 

you did from your awe of the LORD and the things you heard of Him:  His mighty deeds in Egypt 

and beyond Jordan with Sihon, King of Heshbon, and Og, King of Bashan; and now have 

witnessed what was done to Jericho and Ai.  This you knew, as Rahab did in Jericho, to be in 

accordance with the command of the LORD given to Moses to take all the Land, and to destroy 

all the inhabitants thereof (cf. Joshua 9:24).  Therefore, in your faith you went unto Joshua and 

have now by Oath of the Treaty joined with Israel, and so you shall remain in the Land. 

But, Gibeon, your deception has been found out and you must now face your fate. Joshua and 

the Elders know you are not as you pretended to be from a far country; rather you are Hivites 



and neighbors, who dwell among the Tribes in your cities: Chephirah, Beeroth and Kirjath-

jearim (Joshua 9:17).  Now see, Joshua has declared you to be “hewers of wood and drawers of 

water unto all the congregation . . . and the house of the Lord” (Joshua 9:21,23). So you are 

bound in your servitude to Israel.  But is it not as the Psalmist declared, “For a day in Thy Courts 

is better than a thousand.  I had rather be a doorkeeper in the House of my God, than to dwell 

in the tents of wickedness” (Psalms 84:10). 

The Tents of Wickedness Have Arisen 

But now, Gibeon, the Tents of Wickedness, the Amorites, your erstwhile brethren have risen 

upon you to destroy you utterly from the Land, for you have become their enemy by your 

Treaty of Peace with Israel.  Send now to Joshua in Gilgal for help, saying “Slack not thy hand 

from thy servants; come up to us quickly and save us, and help us: for all the kings of the 

Amorites that dwell in the mountains are gathered together against us” (Joshua 10:6).  “So 

Joshua ascended from Gilgal (the place of removal), he, and all the people of war with him, and 

all the mighty men of valor.   And the LORD said unto Joshua, ‘Fear them not: for I have 

delivered them into thine hand; there shall not a man of them stand before thee’” (Joshua 10:7-

8). 

Oh, Gibeon, rejoice!  The LORD of Glory is fighting for you now.  Behold, the Glory of the LORD 

with mighty signs and wonders in the heavens: for with great “stones from heaven” (Joshua 

10:11) the LORD destroyed more of the Amorites than were killed by the sword; and with 

Joshua’s prayer, “Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon.  

And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed until the people had avenged themselves upon 



their enemies. . .” (Joshua 10:12-13).  “And the LORD discomfited them before Israel, and slew 

them with a great slaughter at Gibeon. . .” (Joshua 10:10). 

The Nethinim 

Gibeon, you servants of the LORD, what honor the LORD will bring to you in your joining with 

the children of Jehovah.  You, Gibeon, one of the great cities in the Land, with your Great Stone 

for assembly, and your refreshing Pool, situated in the mountains and hills around; your High 

Places now serve for worship, prayer and sacrifice to the true and living God (Joshua 10:2).  You 

now belong to the Tribe of Benjamin by lot (cf. 1 Chronicles 21:29); and have been assigned to 

the Sons of Aaron, the Kohathites (Joshua 21:17).  You will join with the Nethinim (the given, 

the dedicated ones) to serve the LORD with the Levites in the Tabernacle of the LORD with the 

great Altar for the burnt offerings to the LORD.  Yes, the Tabernacle and Altar have come to you 

from Shiloh with Zadok the righteous Priest (for so is his name), (1 Chronicles 16:39-40). 

Gibeon and all you Gibeonites, along with all your blessings, suffering has also come to you at 

the hand of King Saul, and that of Doeg, the Edomite, Chief Shepherd of the King.  For Doeg, the 

Edomite was in Nob on that day when David fled there from the wrath of Saul in his jealousy of 

him (1 Samuel 20:31); when David received from Ahimelech, five loaves of Showbread, and the 

sword of Goliath.  And now the matter has been told to the King by Doeg; and Ahimelech, along 

with all the Priests have been summoned to appear before the King in Gibeah (1 Samuel 22:11).  

Now in fullness of rage, Saul has order the slaying of the Priests, eighty-five men who wore the 

Linen Ephod; and to put to the sword all the Levites and Nethinim in Nob, along with your sons, 

daughters and all the children in the City of the Kohathites.  Decimated as you have become by 

this slaughter; yet, you will be avenged in the days of King David by the hand of the Lord (cp. 1 



Samuel 22:19; II Samuel 21:1-9).  Now by your joining with the people of God you have tasted 

suffering and death and are learning the “afflictions of Christ” (Colossians 1:24).  You have 

experienced persecution without a cause by the hand of evil men; but the LORD shall avenge 

your blood, for as the Scripture says, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay, says the LORD” (Romans 

12:19; Deuteronomy 32:35). 

The Wisdom of Solomon 

Yes, Gibeon, the LORD has avenged your blood in the days of David, the King; when a famine 

was in the Land for three long years. 

. . .and David enquired of the LORD. And the LORD answered, 'It is for Saul, and for his bloody 

house because he slew the Gibeonites.' 

And the king called the Gibeonites and said unto them. . . 'What shall I do for you? and 

wherewith shall I make the atonement that you may bless the inheritance of the LORD?' 

And they answered the king, 'the man that consumed us, and that devised against us that we 

should be destroyed from remaining in any of the coasts of Israel: Let seven men of his sons be 

delivered unto us, and we will hang them up unto the LORD in Gibeah of Saul, whom the LORD 

did choose '. And the king said, 'I will give them.' And David delivered them into the hands of the 

Gibeonites and they hanged them in the hill before the LORD; and they fell all seven together, 

and were put to death in the days of harvest, in the first days, in the beginning of barley harvest. 

(II Samuel 21:1-3,5-6,9) 

 

Gibeon, the atonement for death has been offered and the curse from the Land has been 

removed. The famine has ended, the rains have returned, for the LORD has been “entreated for 

the Land” (II Samuel 21:14b). The time for the bountiful barley harvest has returned.  Blessed 

are the ways of the LORD for the Land and for the people for renewal, restoration and peace.  

The LORD is faithful to remember us in all our afflictions, trials and sufferings; and by the 

atonement of the sevenfold sacrifice of the descendants of Saul, the Covenant of Peace made 

aforetime with an oath between Joshua, the Congregation, and your fathers, Gibeon, has been 

made secure once again. 



Gibeon, your King has come to you, even Solomon, to offer sacrifices, offerings and prayers to 

the LORD, even “a thousand burnt offerings did Solomon offer upon your Altar” there (1 Kings 

3:4; II Chronicles 1:3-6).  In you, Gibeon, the LORD has chosen to appear unto Solomon in a 

dream by night to ask what shall be given unto him (1 Kings 3:5; II Chronicles 1:7-12).  

Solomon’s one request is for “an understanding heart to judge thy people” Israel (1 Kings 3:9a).  

So the LORD heard his request and said unto him, “because you have asked this thing. . . for 

understanding to discern judgment; behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given 

thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither 

after thee shall any arise like unto thee” (1 Kings 3:11-12). 

Hear now Gibeon, the wisdom of Solomon, you King: 

 

THE PROVERBS of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel. 

To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding: 

To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity. (Chapter 1:1-3) 

MY SON, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee: 

So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; 

Yea, if thou cry after knowledge, and lift up thy voice for understanding; 

If thou seek her as silver, and search for her as for hid treasures; 

Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God (Chapter 2:1-

5) 

GET WISDOM, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth. 

Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee. 

Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore, get wisdom; and with all thy getting get 

understanding. 

Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee honor, when thou dost embrace her.  

(Chapter 4:5-8) 

 

“We Are Your Servants” 

Oh, how highly exalted you have become, Gibeon, in your High Places in the Land of Benjamin. 

Yet, Gibeon, though you are home to the High Places, your sons, the Gibeonites, must welcome 

the low places, with the Nethinim, the lowest order of ministry with the menial tasks, the mean 



and hard labors with no prestige, to assist the Levites in their work for the LORD.  Stay low, 

Gibeon, for though your sons are of low estate the LORD has condescended to you with His 

favor, for the LORD “resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5).  

Serve the LORD with gladness Gibeon (cf. Psalms 100:2).  Rejoice, evermore!  Yes, again I say 

rejoice (cf. Philippians 4:4).  In the day of your ruse this is what you declared, “We are your 

servants. . .we are in your hand” for which you were given life! Life in the Land, life among the 

Priests, the Levites in service to the LORD.  Now you “hewers of wood and carriers of water” 

you can serve the LORD with joy and gladness of heart.  You porters and doorkeepers, rejoice! 

For the joy of the LORD is your strength (Nehemiah 8:10).  You are serving in the House of the 

LORD, the Tabernacle of our God.  What an honor, what a blessing to abide in the Courts of the 

Lord, and in the very Presence of our God forever. 

Gibeon, you servants of the LORD, have been exalted by the LORD, even as our Lord has 

spoken: “He that is greatest among you shall be your servant; and whosoever shall exalt himself 

shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted” (cf. Matthew 23:11-12).  

Gibeon, you servants of the LORD have taken the lowest room, and the LORD has given you His 

invitation, “Friend, come up higher” for there is room at My Table for you (cf. Luke 14:7-11).  

Yes, Gibeon, it is the LORD Who has given you His solicitation: “Come unto Me, all you that 

labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me; for 

I am meek and lowly in heart; and you shall find rest unto your souls.  For My yoke is easy, and 

My burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). 

 

 



Hewers of Wood and Carriers of Water—The Cross 

Oh, Gibeon, you "hewers of wood and carriers of water" take up your cross daily and follow 

your LORD and Master in His humble service to the people; fill your basins, gird yourselves with 

the towel and learn of Christ in His love and grace.  The example has been set, the die cast, and 

the command given: "If I then your LORD and Master, have washed your feet; you also ought to 

wash one another's feet" (John 13:14).   

Gibeon, you have taught us well and there was much to learn: the fear of the Lord, a servant’s 

heart, suffering, and wisdom with humility.  Oh, Gibeon the LORD has given you to us to assist 

us in the knowledge, understanding, revelation and learning of Him.  For it is the LORD Himself 

Who is Wisdom, indeed.  “But of Him are you in Christ Jesus, Who of God is made unto us 

wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification and redemption: That, as it is written, he that 

glories, let him glory in the LORD” (1 Corinthians 1:30-31). 

 


